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General Meeting 
 

The June monthly meeting is scheduled to be held 

on Monday June 21st at 7:00 pm at the Handley 

Center meeting room. 

 

Club member Stu Sibitsky will be providing the 

program for the evening. 

 

Hopefully you are all remaining in good health, 

physical-distancing and staying apprised of the 

current changes. Take care of yourselves and your 

families. 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
 

by Joe Pritchett 

 

 
 

The Fall Show will be Oct. 2nd & 3rd and the 

January show will Jan. 15th &16th.  Currently we 

have sold 100 tables for the fall show and 95 tables 

for the January show.  I have started working on the 

floor plan for the fall show.  One of the changes 

from past shows is the Train Race.  For $3 a player 

will race another person on a 4 x 8 S scale layout.  

 

The winner continues until they get beat.  Since the 

Flyer group is running this, their layout will be 

located in the big room next to the Train Race.  This 

year we will use the Center Door for entry and the 

East & West doors will be exit only.  We are also 

moving the Information table to the hallway near 

the entrance.  Show hours and admission prices 

have not changed. 

 

We have a couple of very lightly attended run 

sessions in the last month. I encourage everyone to 

come out and participate.  We will continue to have 

Saturday morning run sessions. Keep an eye for the 

emails.  We have plenty of work to do along with 

running the layout. Progress continues to me made 

on the layout.  Tom continues working on the hidden 

staging yard and Dale has been adding roads and 

scenery in Cimarron.  Stu & Gene have been working 

on bridges in different spots. I have been doing a 

little electrical work and track repairs. 

 

Now that cars have been spotted on the layout make 

sure that if you need to move a car to work on 

something that you put it back where it was.  When 

you are out working on the layout, please make the 

sure that nothing is left on the rails and remove any 

leftover materials that could interfere with the 

testing.  If you know someone that might be 

interested in joining the club, be sure to invite them 

out since we are open to having new members.  I 

want to thank Dale for all of work it takes to put 

together the newsletter each month.   



 

Page 2 

We continue the normal schedule of Thursday night 

sessions, 2nd & 4th Saturdays.  Saturday sessions 

will start at 9:00am and run until 12:00pm.   

 

Joe Pritchett 

President - Cowtown Model RR 

Club 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

GEESZERS NEWS 
     by Bob Bray 
 

Greetings once again 

from your vice 

president who has 

been on hold for the 

last several months. I 

feel like I have been cooped up in my home for 

years. Great news for Geezers.  We have finally 

made arrangements with Jim Stegall to visit his 

home layout.  The date will be on Tuesday evening 

the 29th of June. Jim lives near Bridgeport.  From 

my house in Benbrook, it is about 36 miles.  It 

usually takes me about an hour to get there. The 

directions from my house are to go west on 199 

which is Jacksboro hwy. Several miles past 

Springtown you will turn right on highway 920 

north towards Bridgeport. After about 8 to ten 

minutes, you will turn left on hwy. 2210. You will 

be going west for several miles until you come to 

county road 3838. Turn left and Jim’s house is at 

2765 on the right. 

 

If you live on the north side of Fort Worth you will 

be coming through Decatur and Bridgeport. When 

you get to Bridgeport you will turn left onto 920 

going south. About 15 miles south of Bridgeport 

you will turn right on to 2210. Follow the 

instructions above to get to Jim’s house. 

 

We will meet at Jim’s around 6:00.  Jim said you 

could come early if you want. His layout is in the 

basement of the house. You can enter at the 

basement level if you like. If you would like 

additional information let me know 

 

The layout is 13’ by 20” with a yard track down the 

middle. There are additional storage yards for his 

circus trains at one end of the layout. There is some 

scenery on the layout but the layout was built for 

running. 

 

Last month I attended the Division one meeting 

which was held at the Texas Western Club Facility. 

I received my MMR corticated for scenery. I 

completed all the paperwork last May. But this was 

the first time I was able to attend a division 

meeting. I have to complete to more requirements to 

get my MMR. Don’t think I will ever get them 

done. 

  

Be sure to look at the calendar section to see all the 

railroading activities that may be going on in the 

area over the coming months. 

 

One of the things we need to concentrate on this 

year is increasing club memberships. Remember, 

membership is open to the public. Bring a friend or 

relative out to visit the layout. Sign up a new 

member this month. Dale has business cards to give 

out to potential new members.   

 

As always, we are looking for members to present 

the monthly programs.  Just about any topic will 

work. If anyone has a show and tell items they 

could be worked into a short program. Don’t be 

bashful. Just volunteer.   

 

One other note is that Lone Star NMRA region 

Division one and three will be hosting the NMRA 

national convention at the Gaylord hotel in 2023. 

More news on this event as it becomes available.  

 

If you would like additional information on this 

group, please call Bob Bray at 817-713-6887 

brayrLja@sbcglobal.net  

 

 See you at the club room.  

 

Bob Bray 

Vice-President 

Cowtown Model Railroad Club 

 

 

mailto:brayrLja@sbcglobal.net
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www.cmrrc.net   
 

Our new website is up and operational at: 

 

www.cmrrc.net 

 

We have this domain and website for a year and it 

can be extended past that year if the club decides to 

fund it. Mark it down and be sure to tell all your 

model railroad friends. 

 

The March/April 2021 issue of the Cowcatcher 

Magazine featured an article on the Cowtown 

Model Railroad Club. I have asked Tim Blackwell 

for a digital copy of the article and the approval to 

post it on the club’s website. If you haven’t seen it 

or read it, look at the bottom of the first page of our 

site cmrrc.net and you can download it.  

 

Tim did a previous article in 2013 as the old LMRA 

RR Club was preparing to morph into the CMRRC. 

I will post a copy of that article in the layout room 

on the bulletin board along with the most recent 

one.  

 

Member information can be downloaded from the 

website. Click on the required topic on the front 

page, download the PDF file you are interested in. 

 

 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

by Dale Schmidtbleicher 

 

Membership now stands at 11 members, 10 active 

members. We have one member not current in 

quarterly dues and I haven’t heard from him in quite 

a while. Club member Stu was a support member 

but has now become a fully active member, 

 

The next quarterly dues are due beginning in July. 

   

Please mail your dues to the following address: 

 

          CMRRC 

          P.O. Box 331513 

          Fort Worth, TX  76163 
 

Make payable to: "Cowtown Model Railroad Club".  

 

As always, a full treasurer’s report is given at the 

monthly meeting. 

_________________________________________ 

Operation  
As always, we will notify you of 

upcoming operations sessions.  

 

Attendance at the recent 

operations sessions have been a 

bit sparce. I hope more members 

come out to run while the 

temperatures are nice in the layout room. 

 

Changes to the RailOp program are ongoing as we 

try to squeeze more challenges into the operation. 

 

 
Update on Construction   
     by Dale Schmidtbleicher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is new in the area of layout construction?  

 

We are back working on the layout.  

 

Tom is still pending a great deal of time under the 

layout working on the hidden yards, switches and 

electrical. 

 

One of the switch machine power supplies crapped 

out after over 30 years of service. Joe managed to 

http://www.cmrrc.net/
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find and purchase a replacement as well as a spare if 

needed in the future. He also tracked down another 

complete power unit, so we now have a buildup 

replacement spare and another spare transformer. 

We were able to save the May 22nd operating 

session. 

 

I have been working on the RailOp program 

incorporating the changes in the operation on the 

layout. I have also built a couple of pieces for the 

Grain elevator area, a single track shed and a two-

track shed, which I painted, and two elevator top 

buildings which still needs painting  

 

 
 

 
 

Joe found a center grain tower at his house that the 

clubs own and is in the process of building it. He 

also cut down the height of the elevators to their 

normal kit size. This is what it currently looks like, 

still a work in progress. Looks like a nice layout 

industry. I ran Train 19, the grain train, at the May 

22nd ops session and it makes for some interesting 

switching. Joe is in the process of painting the grain 

elevators white. He will then decal them with a 

special set of decals worked up for the Capital 

Grain Co. and then weather the buildings. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Joe is troubleshooting some problem areas on the 

layout in the area of track repair and electrical 

connections. He fixed a burnt-out diode on the 

switch panel for Gila Basin 

 

I have also put down some webbing, plaster cloth 

and plaster in the unfinished area in Dead River. 

Soon it will have some ground cover and scenery 

applied to the area. 

 

Gene has been painting the area around the logging 

drop trestle. 

 

Stu is in the final stages of building work in West 

Fork and is now adding support beams on the road 

crossing bridge. 

 

See photos below. 

 

 



 

Page 5 

 
That was the paved area footprint of the reworked 

area. Here are some photos of the area with the 

structures back in place. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MONTHLY SCHEDULE 

 

General Meeting:  

 

The monthly Railroad Club 

meeting is held at 7:00 PM on the 

3rd Monday of the month.  The 

meeting is held at the Handley 

Community Center in the first-

floor room. 

 
 

Work Schedule:  

 

The normal work schedule is as follows: 
 

Thursday Nights 6:30 PM-9:00 PM 
 

2nd & 4th Saturday 9:00 AM-12 Noon. 

 

Should a work session be cancelled for any reason, 

an e-mail will be sent out, time permitting. 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Scheduled Model Railroad Events 

(as of June 2021) 

 

Here are the shows and events that are currently scheduled. Because of the virus they me cancelled at some 

point. I would check them out before you go. 

 

August 

14th  Greater Houston Train Show   

28th – 29th Austin Train Show – Palmer Center 

 

September 

4th – 5th Clark Gardens Train Show – Weatherford 

 

October 
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2nd – 3rd North Texas Council Fall Show – Plano 

 

Art selection follows: 

 
 

 

  
 

 


